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DETAILED ACTION 

This application has been reviewed. Claims 5, 7, 1 1-16, 18, 20-23, 25-28, 31-36, 
41, 47, 48, and 51-62 have been cancelled. Claims 1-4, 6, 8-10, 17, 19, 24, 29, 30, 37- 
40, 42-46, 49, 50, and 63-74 are pending. The rejections are as follows. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,19, and 68 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

2. The Applicant argues that Minton, Robertson, Tuck, Bates, and Harrington fail to 
teach or suggest a method wherein a trading command is received via a first interface 
that includes a selectable trading variable, such as a bid variable or an offer variable, 
displayed therein that when selected results in the presentation of a second interface 
screen. Tuck does in fact teach: a software generated screen displayed after a System 
Administrator in figure 8 and column 5 (lines (26-38); and, an Edit Primary Contract 
Display which appears when the Edit Primary Contracts button of the User Maintenance 
screen is pressed in figure 10 and column 6 (lines 13-34). 

3. The Applicant argues that the references fail to teach or suggest presenting a 
second interface that includes at least one button therein for confirming the trading 
command in response to a selection of the selectable trading variable. This can be 
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shown in the Tuck reference, as stated in the Office Action mailed on September 12, 
.2006, in figure 22 and column 10 (lines 28-52). 

4. The Applicant argues that Claim 1 9 further recites additional features that are not 
disclosed by the references. The Applicant states that the first interface shows bid price 
and bid size, while the second interface shows offer price and offer size. Tuck discloses 
that participants have the ability to display both buy and sell offers, in the Abstract. 
Tuck also discloses the use of price and size fields in the first and second interface in 
figure 21, figure 22 and column 10 (lines 28-39), as shown in the Office Action mailed 
on September 12, 2006. The Applicant further argues that Tuck teaches posting from a 
first interface to a second interface based on selection and do not consider trading 
variables are posted in the second interface based on the selection of the particular 
trade variables in the first interface. This is clearly untrue. Figure 22 (second interface) 
is clearly dependent on a selection from figure 21 (first interface). This can be shown in 
column 10 (lines 34-36), "Upon pressing the Sell button, the Sell Confirmation dialogue 
box 182, shown in FIG. 22, appears." 

5. The Applicant argues the 'Official Notice' reference cited by the examiner. The 
Applicant's arguments are rendered moot because the claim to which Official Notice 
was used (claim 13) has been cancelled. 
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6. The Applicant argues that the references for claim 37 fail to disclose or otherwise 
suggest posting data from the first interface in response to a selection of the button in 
the second interface once and submitting the trade command for execution in response 
to a selection of the button again. Applicant's arguments, see page 15 (paragraph 1), 
filed January 30, 2007, with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 37 under 35 U.S.C. 
103 have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been 
withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made 
in view of Raykhman (US 7, 1 71 ,386 B1 ). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

9. Claims 1, 2, 4, 6-9, 10, 17, 19, 24, 29, 40, 42-46, 49, 50, and 63-74 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tuck (US 6,1 15,698) in view of 
Robertson et al. (EP 0,665,489 A2) and in further view of Raykhman (US 7,171 ,386 
B1). 
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10. Claim 1 discusses a method comprising: 

• receiving a trading command to trade in at least one item via a first interface, the 
first interface displaying at least one of a bid variable and an offer variable 
associated with trading the item, each of the variables selectable for submitting 
the trading command (figure 21); presenting a second interface in response to 
receiving the trading command, the second interface comprising at least one 
button for confirming the trading command being submitted (figure 22); 

• submitting the trade command for execution in response to a selection of the at 
least one button. See the rejection of claim 37 below. 

Tuck does not disclose automatically repositioning a pointing device pointer over the at 
least one button in the second interface. Robertson teaches this feature. See the 
rejection of claim 1 , in the Office Action mailed on September 12, 2006. 

1 1 .Claim 2 discusses the method of claim 1 , wherein the bid variable comprises at least 
one of a bid price and a bid size, and wherein the offer variable comprises at least 
one of an offer price and an offer size, the trading command submitted by selecting 
one of the bid price, the bid size, the offer price, and the offer size. Claim 1 has 
been rejected based on the discussion(s) above. See the arguments regarding 
claim 19 above. 

12. Claim 4 discusses the method of claim 2, wherein the first interface displays a bid 
variable and the trading command comprises a bid command submitted by selecting the 
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bid price. Claim 2 has been rejected based on the discussion(s) above. Tuck discloses 
this in figure 17 (element 162). 

1 3. Claim 6 discusses the method of claim 2, wherein the first interface displays an 
offer variable and the trading command comprises an offer command submitted by 
selecting the offer price. Claim 2 has been rejected based on the discussion(s) above. 
Tuck discloses this in figure 17 (see 'Buy' tab). 

14. Claim 8 discusses the method of claim 2, wherein the at least one of the bid 
variable and the offer variable are displayed in a market cell. Claim 2 has been rejected 
based on the discussion(s) above. Tuck discloses a market cell, or data window, in 
figure 21. 

15. Claim 9 discusses the method of claim 2, wherein the first interface displays a bid 
variable and the trading command comprises a sell command submitted by selecting 
the bid size. Claim 2 has been rejected based on the discussion(s) above. See the 
rejection of claims 1 , 4, and 6. 

16. Claim 1 0 discusses the method of claim 2, wherein the first interface displays an 
offer variable and the trading command comprises a buy command submitted by 
selecting the offer size. Claim 2 has been rejected based on the discussion(s) above. 
Tuck discloses this in figure 21 (see 'Buy Market' tab). 
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17. Claim 17 discusses the method of claim 1 , wherein the first interface comprises a 
bid variable and an offer variable, the trade command comprises at least one of a bid 
command and an offer command, and the second interface comprises a bid button for 
confirming the bid command and an offer button for confirming the offer command, and 
wherein the pointing device pointer is repositioned over the bid button in response to 
selection of the bid variable and over the offer button in response to selection of the 
offer variable. Claim 1 has been rejected based on the discussion(s) above. See the 
rejection of claims 6 and 8. Tuck discloses the bid and offer portion of this interface in 
figure 19. 

18. Claim 19 discusses a method comprising: receiving a trading command to trade 
in at least one item via a first interface, the first interface displaying at least one trading 
variable associated with trading the item, the at least one trading variable comprising at 
least one of a bid price, a bid size, an offer price, and an offer size, each of the trading 
variables selectable for submitting the trading command; presenting a second interface 
in response to receiving the trading command, the second interface comprising: at least 
one button for confirming the trading command being submitted, a price field, and a size 
field, wherein the bid price is posted in the price field by selecting the bid price in the 
first interface, the bid size is posted in the size field by selecting the bid size in the first 
interface, the offer price is posted in the price field by selecting the offer price in the first 
interface, and the offer size is posted in the size field by selecting the offer size in the 
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first interface; and submitting the trade command for execution in response to 
confirmation of the trading command. See the rejection of claim 1 above. See also the 
Response to Arguments, regarding claim 19 above. 

19. Claim 24 discusses the method of claim 19, wherein the trade command 
comprises one of a bid command and an offer command, the second interface 
comprises a bid button for submitting the bid command and an offer button for 
submitting the offer command, and wherein a pointing device pointer is repositioned 
over the bid button in response to a selection of the bid price and over the offer button in 
response to a selection of the offer price size. Claim 19 has been rejected based on 
the discussion(s) above. See also the rejection of claim 2 above. 

20. Claim 29 discusses the method of claim 1 9, wherein the first interface is an entry 
window. The Applicant refers to a market cell as an entry window. Claim 19 has been 
rejected based on the discussion(s) above. Also, see the rejection of claim 8 above. 

21 . Claim 37 discusses a method comprising: receiving a trading command to trade 
in at least one item via a first interface, the first interface displaying at least one trading 
variable associated with trading the item; presenting a second interface in response to 
receiving the trading command, the second interface comprising at least one button for 
confirming the trading command being submitted and a data entry field; automatically 
repositioning a pointing device pointer over the at least one button in the second 
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interface; posting the at least one trading variable from the first interface in the data 
entry field with a selection of the at least one button once; and submitting the trade 
command for execution in response to selection of the at least one button again. 

22. Re Claim 37, see the rejection of claim 1 above. Tuck does not disclose posting 
data from the first interface in response to a selection of the button in the second 
interface once and submitting the trade command for execution in response to a 
selection of the button again. Raykhman teaches this in figure 4 (element 52) and 
column 14 (lines 30-36). Particularly, Raykhman discloses the use of buttons (element 
52) that allow the user to use the best bid as well as submit a bid or offer. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Tuck by allowing the user to obtain the 'best bid' by 
clicking a button because it saves the user time and provides up-to-the-minute accuracy 
when making a counter offer against the current best bid. 

23. Claim 49 discusses the method of claim 37, wherein the trading command 
comprises an offer command, the at least one button comprises an offer button for 
confirming the offer command, and the pointing device pointer is repositioned over the 
offer button. Claim 37 has been rejected based on the discussion(s) above. See also 
the rejection of claim 17. 
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24. Claim 38 discusses the method of claim 37, wherein the trading command 
comprises a bid command, the at least one button comprises a bid button for confirming 
the bid command, and the at least one trading variable comprises a bid price, the bid 
price displayed in the first interface posted in the data entry field with the selection of the 
bid button at least once. Claim 37 has been rejected based on the discussion(s) above. 
See also the rejection of claims 1 and 2. 

25. Claim 40 discusses the method of claim 37, wherein the trading command 
comprises an offer command, the at least one button comprises a--big an offer button 
for confirming the offer command, and the at least one trading variable comprises an 
offer price, the offer price displayed in the first interface posted in the data entry field 
with the selection of the offer button. Claim 37 has been rejected based on the 
discussion(s) above. See also the rejection of claims 38, 4, 6, and 8. 

26. Claim 42 discusses the method of claim 37, wherein the at least one trading 
variable is displayed in a market cell. Claim 37 has been rejected based on the 
discussion(s) above. See also the rejection of claims 38, 4, 6, and 8. 

27. Claim 43 discusses the method of claim 37, wherein the at least one trading 
variable is displayed in a spreadsheet. The applicant discloses a market cell as data 
window. Claim 37 has been rejected based on the discussion(s) above. See the 
rejection of claim 8. 
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28. Claim 44 discusses the method of claim 37, wherein the at least one trading 
variable is displayed in a data window. Claim 37 has been rejected based on the 
discussion(s) above. See also the rejection of claims 10 and 11. 

29. Claim 45 discusses the method of claim 37, wherein the at least one trading 
variable is displayed in an entry window. Claim 37 has been rejected based on the 
discussion(s) above. See also the rejection of claims 10 and 1 1 . 

30. Claim 49 discusses the method of claim 37, wherein the trading command 
comprises an offer command, the at least one button comprises an offer button for 
confirming the offer command, and the pointing device pointer is repositioned over the 
offer button. Claim 37 has been rejected based on the discussion(s) above. See also 
the rejection of claims 1 3-1 5. 

31 . Claim 50 discusses the method of claim 37, wherein the trading command 
comprises a bid command, the at least one button comprises a bid button for confirming 
the bid command," and the pointing device pointer is repositioned over the bid button. 
Claim 37 has been rejected based on the discussion(s) above. See the rejections of 
claim 17. 
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32. Claim 63 discusses the method of claim 4, wherein the second interface 
comprises a price field and a size field, and wherein the bid price is posted in the price 
field by selecting the bid price in the first interface and wherein the bid size is posted in 
the size field by selecting the bid size in the first interface. Claim 4 has been rejected 
based on the discussion(s) above. See the rejection of claims 4 and 19. 

33. Claim 64 discusses the method of claim 63, wherein the bid command is 
submitted for execution at a best bid price when a bid is submitted without a price. 
Claim 63 has been rejected based on the discussion(s) above. See the rejection of 
claim 37. 

34. Claim 65 discusses the method of claim 6, wherein the second interface 
comprises a price field and a size field, and wherein the offer price is posted in the price 
field by selecting the offer price in the first interface and wherein the offer size is posted 
in the size field by selecting the offer size in the first interface. Claim 6 has been 
rejected based on the discussion(s) above. See the rejection of claims 4 and 19. 

35. Claim 66 discusses the method of claim 4, wherein the second interface 
comprises a price field, and wherein the bid price from the first interface is posted in the 
price field by selecting the at least one button once and the bid command is submitted 
for execution by selecting the at least one button again. Claim 4 has been rejected 
based on the discussion(s) above. See the rejection of claims 4 and 19. 



Application/Control Number: 09/745,651 
Art Unit: 3691 



Page 13 



36. Claim 67 discusses the method of claim 6, wherein the second interface 
comprises a price field, and wherein the offer price from the first interface is posted in 
the price field by selecting the at least one button once and the offer command is 
submitted for execution by selecting the at least one button again. Claim 6 has been 
rejected based on the discussion(s) above. See the rejection of claims 4 and 19. 

37. Claim 68 discusses a method comprising: receiving a trading command to trade 
in at least one item via a first interface, the first interface displaying at least one of a bid 
variable and an offer variable associated with trading the item, each of the variables 
selectable for submitting the trading command; and presenting a second interface in 
response to receiving the trading command, the second interface comprising at least 
one button for confirming the trading command being submitted, a pointing device 
pointer automatically repositioned over the at least one button. See the rejection of 
claims 1 and 2. 

38. Claim 69 discusses the method of claim 68, wherein the bid variable comprises 
at least one of a bid price and a bid size, and wherein the offer variable comprises at 
least one of an offer price and an offer size, the trading command submitted by 
selecting one of the bid price, the bid size, the offer price, and the offer size. Claim 68 
has been rejected based on the discussion(s) above. See the rejection of claims 1 and 
2. 
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39. Claim 70 discusses the method of claim 69, wherein the second interface 
comprises a price field and a size field, and wherein the bid price is posted in the 
price field by selecting the bid price in the first interface and wherein the bid size is 
posted in the size field by selecting the bid size in the first interface. Claim 69 has 
been rejected based on the discussion(s) above. See the rejection of claims 69 and 
19. 

40. Claim 71 discusses the method of claim 69, wherein the bid command is 
submitted for execution at a best bid price when a bid is submitted without a price. 
Claim 69 has been rejected based on the discussion(s) above. See the rejection of 
claim 37. 

41 . Claim 72 discusses the method of claim 69, wherein the first interface displays 
an offer variable and the trading command comprises an offer command submitted 
by selecting the offer price or the offer size, the second interface comprises a price 
field and a size field, and wherein the offer price is posted in the price field by 
selecting the offer price in the first interface and wherein the offer size is posted in 
the size field by selecting the offer size in the first interface. Claim 69 has been 
rejected based on the discussion(s) above. See the rejection of claims 69 and 19. 
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42. Claim 73 discusses the method of claim 69, wherein the first interface displays a 
bid variable and the trading command comprises a bid command submitted by selecting 
the bid price the second interface comprises a price field, and wherein the bid price from 
the first interface is posted in the price field by selecting the at least one button once 
and the bid command is submitted for execution by selecting the at least one button 
again. Claim 69 has been rejected based on the discussion(s) above. See the rejection 
of claims 69 and 19. 

43. Claim 74 discusses the method of claim 69, wherein the first interface displays 
an offer variable and the trading command comprises an offer command submitted by 
selecting the offer price the second interface comprises a price field, and wherein the 
offer price from the first interface is posted in the price field by selecting the at least one 
button once and the offer command is submitted for execution by selecting the at least 
one button again. Claim 69 has been rejected based on the discussion(s) above. See 
the rejection of claims 69 and 19. 

44. Claims 3 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tuck and Robertson et al. in view of Raykhman as applied to claims 1 and 37 above 
and in further view of Bates et al. (US 6,809,741 ). 

45. Claim 3 discusses the method of claim 2, the first interface further displaying the 
variables in a color when the pointer passes over a variable. Claim 2 has been rejected 
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based on the discussion(s) above. See the rejection of claims 3 and 39 in the office 
action mailed on September 12, 2006. 

46. Claim 39 discusses the method of claim 37, the first interface further displaying 
the at least one variable in a color when the pointer passes over a variable. Claim 37 
has been rejected based on the discussion(s) above. See the rejection of claims 3 and 
39 in the office action mailed on September 12, 2006. 

47. Claims 30 and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Tuck and Robertson et al. in view of Raykhman as applied to claim(s) 1,19, 
and 30 above and in further view of Harrington et al. (US 6,616,099). 

48. Claim 30 discusses the method of claim 19, wherein the first interface is a web 
page. Claim 19 has been rejected based on the discussion(s) above. The references 
cited for claim 19 do not incorporate the use of a webpage. Harrington discloses the 
use of a webpage. See the rejection of claim 30 in the in the Office Action mailed on 
September 12, 2006. 

49. Claim 46 discusses the method of claim 37, wherein the at least one trading 
variable is displayed in a web page. Claim 37 has been rejected based on the 
discussion(s) above. See the rejection of claim 30. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Muriel Tinkler whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7976. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30 AM 
until 4 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on (571)272-6771. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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April 10, 2007 




HANI M. KAZIMI 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



